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mail the breath > or spirit of life^ Gen. ii. 7, (see Vol. II. p. *25 &e.)
so now, at the new creation, as it were, or regeneration of his
disciples, he made them " new men" in disposition, or in " the
spirit of their mind," for He breathed on them, (gvc^vo-ijo-e,) and

said, Receive ye a holy spirit ! This was the prelude of that
fuller baptism of THE HOLY SPIRIT, which was repeatedly
promised them before, from the days of John's ministry, Matt,
iii 11, Luke xli 12, xxi 15, John vil 38, 39, xiv. 26* xv. 26,
and again, Acts i. 5. The Holy Spirit now conferred on them,
as distinguished from that fuller effusion on the clay of Pente-
cofit, seems to correspond to " the Spirit O/THE LORD," which
animated the worthies of the OLD TESTAMENT, Gideon,
Jephtha, Samson, Saul, David, &c.*, namely, an uncommon
and preternatural spirit of boldness or fortitude, and fervent
zeal for THE LORD, and all the other qualifications of a moral
nature, necessary for the discharge of their arduous and perilous
mission, to enable them " to speak the word with boldness" re-
gardless of the consequences to themselves, John xx. 21, 22.

Our Lord also, on this occasion, formally confirmed the pri-
vilege of binding and loosing, which he had promised before.
Matt. xvi. 19, XTiii. 18, by granting them authority to remit
sins to the penitent, and to retain sins to the impenitent, John
xx. 23.

Such were the amazing and important occurrences that
occupied the whole of this eventful day of the resurrection,
here, we trust, arranged in a simple, natural, and consistent
order of time and place; sufficient, by the harmonious symmetry
of the outline with the detail, even in the minutest parts, to
solve all those " variations" or " inconsistencies" hitherto com-
plained of, which surely are neither " trifling" nor " unim-
portant-^" to 'believers, and have actually proved a " stumbling
Hock" to sceptics, and "foolishness" or absurdity to injideh;
all attributing to the inspired Evangelists, the faults of their
own error, or 'unskilfulness, or precipitation, QIC presumption.

THE   SUNDAY   FOLLOWING.

At the foregoing manifestation on Easter evening, Thomas,
one of the Apostles, happened to be absent When the rest

* See Vol. II. pages, 281, 287, 293, 310, 315, &c.

f See Gilpin^ Notes on Matt xxviii. 1, John xx. 11, &c, stating them as " tiffing," &c.